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3 PARIS ÎLE-DE-FRANCE
1. Arc de Triomphe
2. Sainte-Chapelle
3. Conciergerie
4. Panthéon
5. Hôtel de la Marine
6. Chapelle Expiatoire
7.July Column
8. Basilica Cathedral of Saint-Denis
9. Château de Vincennes
10.Château de Champs-sur-Marne
11.Château de Maisons in Maisons-Laffitte
12.Villa Savoye in Poissy
13.Maison des Jardies in Sèvres
14.9őēƣĲċƨШĬĲШÅċůĤŸƨŔũũĲƣЯШÄƨĲĲŰќƚШ?ċŔƖǃ

and Shell Cottage
15.National Estate of Saint-Cloud

NORTH-EASTERNFRANCE
16.Villa Cavrois 
17.Column of the Grande Armée in Wimille
18.Château of Pierrefonds
19.Château of Coucy
20.Cité Internationale de la Langue Française

in Villers-Cotterêts
21.Towers and treasury of Amiens Cathedral
22.Palais du Tau in Reims
23.Towers of Reims Cathedral
24.Château of La Motte-Tilly
25.Château of Haroué
26.Cluny Abbey
27.Chapelle des Moines in Berzé-la-Ville
28.Château de Bussy-Rabutin
29.Astronomical clock of Besançon Cathedral

SOUTH-EASTERN FRANCE
30.Cathedral Complex of Le Puy-en-Velay
31.Château of Villeneuve-Lembron
32.9őēƣĲċƨШĬќ ƨũƣĲƖŔĤĲ
33.Château of Chareil-Cintrat
34.Royal Monastery of Brou in Bourg-en-Bresse
35.Château of Voltaire in Ferney
36.9őēƣĲċƨШĬќfŉ
37.Abbey of Montmajour
38.Archaeological site of Glanum
39.Le Thoronet Abbey
40.Fréjus Cathedral Cloister
41.Trophy of Augustus in La Turbie
42.Villa Kérylos

43.Cap Moderne, Eileen Gray and Le Corbusier in Cap Martin
44.Monastery of Saorge
45.Mont-Dauphin Stronghold

SOUTH-WESTERN FRANCE
46.Towers of La Rochelle
47.Château of Oiron
48.Gallo-Roman site of Sanxay
49.Château of Cadillac
50.Abbey of La Sauve Majeure
51.Tower of Pey Berland in Bordeaux
52.Cave of Pair-non-Pair
53.Archaeological site of Montcaret 
54.Eyzies-de-Tayac
55.Château of Puyguilhem
56.Archaeological site of Montmaurin
57.Château of Gramont
58.Abbey of Beaulieu-en-Rouergue
59.Château of Castelnau-Bretenoux
60.Château de Montal
61.Château of Assier
62.Carcassonne castle and ramparts
63.Aigues-Mortes towers and ramparts
64.Fort Saint-André in Villeneuve-lès-Avignon
65.Fortress of Salses
66.Archaeological site of Ensérune

NORTH-WESTERN FRANCE
67.Abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel
68.Château of Carrouges
69.Abbey of Bec-Hellouin
70.Carnac alignments
71.Megalithic Site of Locmariaquer
72.Grand Cairn of Barnenez
73.EƖŰĲƚƣШÅĲŰċŰќƚШcŸƨƚĲШŔŰШÑƖĳŊƨŔĲƖ
74.Château of Angers
75.]ĲŸƖŊĲƚШ9ũĳůĲŰĦĲċƨќƚШcŸƨƚĲШŔŰШÉċŔŰƣ-Vincent-sur-Jard
76.Château of Azay-le-Rideau
77.Cloister of La Psalette 
78.Château of Fougères-sur-Bièvre
79.Château of Talcy
80.Château of Châteaudun
81.Towers of Chartres Cathedral
82.sċĦƕƨĲƚШ9ƒƨƖШÂċũċĦĲШŔŰШ7ŸƨƖŊĲƚ
83.Cathedral of Bourges Crypt and Tower
84.Château de Bouges
85.House of George Sand in Nohant



4 The Centre des monuments 
nationaux:

National and UNESCO 
monuments

Did you know...?

The first Frenchsiteswere addedto the
UNESCO World HeritageList in 1979.
They includedthe Abbey of Mont-Saint-
Michel, Chartres Cathedral and the
prehistoricsitesof theVézèreValley.

19 French national monuments inscribed on the World Heritage List: Abbeyof
Mont-Saint-Michel, Abbey of Sauve-Majeure, Amiens Cathedral, Bourges
Cathedral, Chartres Cathedral, Notre-Dame Cathedral, Reims Cathedral,
Conciergerie,Cathedral Complex of Le Puy-en-Velay, Carcassonne castle and
ramparts, Château of Azay-le-Rideau,Palaisdu Tau,Sainte-Chapelle, Towerof
Pey-Berland, Cap Moderne, Villa Savoye, Mont-Dauphin Stronghold,
Prehistoric sites in the VézèreValley

TheApocalypseTapestryat the Château d'Angersnational estate was included
in UNESCO'sMemoryof the World registerin 2023.

Find out more

More than 11 million visitors  in 2024

More than 110 monuments

Free admission for under-18s and under-26s from EU 

countries

81 gift and book shops

450 events  per year

79 monuments  available for e-ticketing
130 restauration works  in progress (from diagnosis

to acceptance)

https://www.monuments-nationaux.fr/magazine/dossiers-thematiques/tout-savoir-sur-le-cmn/les-monuments-nationaux-inscrits-au-patrimoine-mondial-de-l-unesco
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The 5 most visited 
monuments
1. Arc de triomphe

1,758,087 visitors

2. Abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel

1,480,031 visitors

3. Sainte-Chapelle

1 234 676 visitors

4. Panthéon

922,426 visitors

5. Carcassonne Castle and Ramparts

643,882 visitors



A closer  look at some of the 
increases in visitor  numbers

Basilica Cathedral of Saint -Denis

147,718 visitors (+ 9%)

Château de Rambouillet

79,139 visitors (+28%)

Angers castle

318,206 visitors (+11%)

Château of Carrouges

33,551 visitors (+20%)

Château d'If

116,299 visitors (+ 9%)

Villa Kérylos

61,708 visitors (+18%)

Visitor numbers at major temporary  
exhibitions

"Revelation! Contemporary  Art from  Benin" at the Conciergerie

Å172,992 admissions

"Paralympic History" at the Panthéon

Å270,312 admissions

"It's a song that's just like us" at the Cité internationale

de la langue française

Å28,424 admissions
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2025
Highlights

xѢcŻƣĲũЮĬĲЮũċЮ~ċƖŔŰĲЮ҅Юs-P Delagarde, CMNVillers-Cotterêts © B. Gavaudo / CMNNotre-Dame de Paris cathedral, upper galleries of the towers, chimeras © David Bordes / Centre des monuments nationaux
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The towers of Notre-Dame de Paris cathedral

Made famous by Victor Hugo's novel published in 1831, today the cathedral

fascinates more than ever, thanks to its architecture and its central role in the

history of France.

Meticulous work is currently being carried out  on the towers by architects

and craftsmen. Teams from the Centre des monuments nationaux are

preparing for the next stage in the redevelopment of the tour, with a

redesigned scenography, which will offer both sensitive mediation and

breath-taking views of the reconstructed spire and the roof structure!  

This summer, they'll be ready to welcome back visitors from all over the world

who will also be able to admire the exceptional panoramic view of Paris from

the top.

T h e  t o w e r s  o f  N o t r e - D a m e  w i l l  b e  o p e n  
t o  v i s i t o r s  i n  t h e  s u m m e r ,  w i t h  a  n e w  
a n d  i m p r o v e d  v i s i t o r  c i r c u i t

Notre-Dame de Paris cathedral, upper galleries of the towers, chimera © David Bordes / Centre des monuments nationaux

Find out more about the iconic  towers  of Notre-Dame Cathedral, a 
Gothic masterpiece  listed  as a UNESCO World Heritage Site:
https://www.tours -notre-dame-de-paris.fr/en/actualites/visit -the-
towers-of-notre-dame-de-paris-in-2025 

https://www.tours-notre-dame-de-paris.fr/en/actualites/visit-the-towers-of-notre-dame-de-paris-in-2025
https://www.tours-notre-dame-de-paris.fr/en/actualites/visit-the-towers-of-notre-dame-de-paris-in-2025
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A path worth walking!
D i s c o v e r  t h e  c o m p l e t e  t o u r  o f  C a r c a s s o n n e  c a s t l e  a n d  
r a m p a r t s

Since autumn 2024, the Centre des monuments nationaux (CMN) has been offering

visitors the chance to explore the entire 1.5 km of inner ramparts of the medieval cityof

Carcassonne. This exceptional tour, the result of two years' work, comprises 300 metres of

restored fortifications  and 9 iconic towers, offering a fresh look at this  UNESCO World Heritage

site.

An immersion  in history  and spectacular  panoramic  views

This unique tour invites you to explore the Cité's architectural wealth and landscapes that

surround it. 

Breath-taking views of the count's  castle,  the glacis  and the 52 towers  incorporated  in the

city  walls

Breath-taking views over the Minervois and Corbières vineyards, the forests of the

Montagne Noire and, on a clear day, as far as the Pyrenees. The tour takes you back in

time, with enhanced content including films, explanatory signage, models and an

immersive audio guide. With an estimated duration of 2 hours, the tour incorporates two

intermediate exits (Porte Narbonnaise and Tour des Prisons), allowing visitors to tailor

their visit to their requirements. The project also includes facilities for the mentally and

hearing impaired, underlining its commitment  to inclusive tourism. The tour takes in the

wall paths and climbs the towers, involving many steps. A good level of fitness is

recommended to take full advantage of this exceptional experience.
Château and ramparts of the city of Carcassonne

https://www.remparts-carcassonne.fr/en


10 An enhanced visitor experience on the 
ramparts of Carcassonne

Château and ramparts of the city of Carcassonne

In summer 2025, the Centre des monuments nationaux will  be 
rolling out new tools to enhance the visitor experience at the city 
de Carcassonne. A revamped  tour route  will  include 
interpretation tools (a film, a model, cultural signage) and new 
directional  signage. The newly opened rampart walkswill be 
accompanied by explanatory lecterns, covering key themes such 
as the church of Saint-Sernin, the baileys, water in the Cité and 
the Tour de la Vade.

At the same time, an immersive virtual reality experience entitled 
Les Derniers Remparts, Carcassonne 1304 will be launched in 
April 2025, in partnership with Excurio. Using a VR headset, 
participants will be able to move around freely in a faithful 
reconstruction of 14th-century Carcassonne, interacting with 
historical figures and helping to defend the ramparts.

Finally, a brand-new audio tour (headset), designed with author 
Jean-Christophe Piot, will  plunge visitors into the history of 
Carcassonne through a dynamic and humorous narrative 
inspired by the podcast format. The tour will  shed new light on the 
medieval city, deconstructing pre-conceived ideas and bringing 
the past closer to the present.

Cité de Carcassonne, west ramparts, the Aude rise© Colombe Clier/ Centre des 

monuments nationaux

https://www.remparts-carcassonne.fr/en
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5th centenary of the Château of 
Azay-le-Rideau

A multi -disciplinary  programme  to celebrate  the 5th centenary  of the

Renaissance château  and bring everyone together: exhibitions, theatre,

Shows and an  llumination  of the castle will all punctuate a summer of

festivities! 

From 28 June to 2 November 2025, Volker Hermès revisits the historical

portraits of the Marquis de Biencourt with a contemporary and playful twist .

His works are integrated into the paintings in the permanent collection,  evoking

the inhabitants of Azay whose faces have been lost over the centuries. An

original encounter between the past and modern art.

In summer, discover an artistic work that combines tradition and innovation:

glass light. Thanks to a glass slide projected by an intense light source, a poetic

light painting sublimates the architecture of the château, offering a unique

visual experience.

S u m m e r 2 0 2 5

Aerial view of the Château d'Azay-le-Rideau and its water mirror, west facade ©Christian Gluckman/ Centre des monuments nationaux

Château d'Azay-le-Rideau

https://www.azay-le-rideau.fr/en


12 2026: The reopening of the Palais du Tau, future  
Museum of the Coronations  of the French kings

State-owned since 1905, the palace was damaged during 
the First World War, and in 1972 became the museum of 
the cathedral and the coronations of the French kings.

In 2022, the CMN launched an ambitious қ36 million  
restoration and redevelopment project. Under the artistic  
direction of Claude d'Anthenaise, the aim is to renew the 
scenography around the royal coronations, key moments in 
the history of France and Reims.

The museum will  showcase exceptional treasures such as 
Charlemagne's talisman, the coronation chalice, the Holy 
Ampoule and Charles X's royal cloak. An immersive 
scenography will  immerse visitors in the emotion of the 
coronations, complemented by interactive and educational 
features.

In 2026, the Palais du Tau will  reopen its doors to the public. In the meantime, 
discover the future Museum of Coronoations of the French kings 
here: https://www.palais -du-tau.fr/decouvrir/le -futur-musee-des-sacres 

Coronation Hall © Casson Mann

https://www.palais-du-tau.fr/decouvrir/le-futur-musee-des-sacres


13 BIENS VENUS ! With theCentre national des 
arts plastiques

In 2025, the Centre des monuments nationaux and the Centre national des arts 

plastiques (CNAP) are joining forces to offer the public the experience of a dialogue 

between heritage and contemporary creation at 7 of the network's monuments 

throughout France. The emblematic works from the CNAP collection chosen for this 

project, entitled Biens venus!, stand out for the special relationship they have with the 

history and architecture of the sites that host them. This encounter invites the public to 

(re)discover the monuments through a sensitive and poetic artistic  approach.

This operation is a continuation of the long-standing links that have united the CMN and 

the CNAP for many years, one of the most emblematic of which is the Château of Oiron 

and its contemporary collection designed for the site. This collaboration, which will be 

renewed in 2025, will enable the two institutions to combine their expertise and skills to 

offer a powerful programme that will be seen throughout the country for a large part of 

the year, while at the same time highlighting the richness and diversity of their missions, 

which are so essential to heritage, art and culture.

The 7 emblematic national monuments that will host works from the CNAP collection 

from spring 2025 are: the Château ofCadillac, the Towers of La Rochelle, the Abbey of 

Mont-Saint-Michel, the Château ofPierrefonds, the Château ofChâteaudun, the Hôtel de 

la Marine and the Château of Oiron. 

A  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r t  a n d  
n a t i o n a l  m o n u m e n t s

Interior Natures exhibition at the Villa Savoye, Miss Blanche 
armchair by Shiro Kuramata© Benjamin Gavaudo - CMN
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Marulho (1991-1997), a major work by Cildo  
Meireles , will  find a unique space for activation in 
the majestic refectory of the Mont-Saint-Michel 
Abbey. The installation will  offer a sensory and 
poetic experience, echoing the history, maritime 
environment and spirituality  of Mont-Saint-Michel.

This unprecedented encounter will  celebrate the 
Brazilian  season in France, by associating one of 
Brazil's greatest contemporary artists with one of 
France's most visited monuments.

Abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel : Cildo Meireles

Mont-Saint-Michel Abbey
Abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel, Aumônerie cistern © Thomas Thibaut/ Centre des monuments nationaux

https://www.abbaye-mont-saint-michel.fr/en
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In 2025, Villa Cavrois will  be celebrating three 
anniversaries: the 10th anniversary of its opening to 
the public after restoration, 80 years since the death 
of its architect , Robert Mallet-Stevens, and 100 
years since the International Exhibition of Modern 
Decorative and Industrial Arts.

fŰШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰШƣŸШƣőĲШћΝΦΞΡШxĲŊċĦǃќШĲǂőŔĤŔƣŔŸŰШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣĲĬШ
in partnership with the Manufactures nationales
- Sèvres & Mobilier national from 13 May to 14 
September 2025, a festive weekend will  be 
organised on 13 and 14 June. On the programme: 
entertainment from the Ballet du Nord, tours, 
actions and participative workshops, dance, 
concerts...

Detailed programme to follow at www.villa-
cavrois.fr/en 

10th anniversary of the public opening of 
Villa Cavrois (Lille/Croix)

13 and 14 June 2025

Villa Cavrois, garden facade and water mirror© Benjamin Gavaudo/ Centre des monuments nationaux

http://www.villa-cavrois.fr/en
http://www.villa-cavrois.fr/en
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2025
Cultural programming

Villa Kérylos © Colombe Clier / Centre des monuments nationaux
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Colour speaks all languages. Selected works from the 
Al Thani Collection

FromAutumn 2024, the Hôtel de la Marine will host a temporaryexhibition exploringthe use and

interpretation of colour in art across different civilizations. Featuring80works from TheAl Thani

Collection , manydisplayedat this venuefor the first time, the exhibition spans five continents and

coversa vast timeline from the Neolithic period to the 21st century .

Organizedinto six sectionsуblack, white, red, yellow, blue, and greenуthe exhibition showcasesa

diversearrayof objects, including sculptures, ceramics, textiles, engravings, and objets ĬѢċƖƣ.

Highlightsinclude a Fang-Betsi reliquary sculpture (black) , a Roman marble piece (white) , a Mughal

hookah base (red), an Egyptian inlay (blue), an Olmec jade axe (green), and the Saint Louis

Reliquary (yellow) .

Throughthis classification, visitors can explorematerials, techniques,and symbolic meanings

associated with colour across cultures. Theexhibition, which takes its title from a quote by Joseph

Addison (1676- 1719), will be displayed in Gallery 3, while Renaissance masterpieces from the

collection remain in Galleries 1, 2, and 4.

Hôtel de la Marine

© Le Cordon Bleu Paris

Hôtel de la Marine, from 3 October 2024 to 5 October 2025

View of the exhibition Colour Speaks Every Language. Selected works from the AlThani 
Collection © The Al Thani Collection 2024. All rights reserved. Photography by Marc Domage.

https://www.hotel-de-la-marine.paris/en/agenda/colour-speaks-all-languages.-selected-works-from-the-al-thani-collection
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L'Or du temps

Forseveralmonths, discover a series of new works by GabrielLéger

created especially for Villa Kérylos!Theseartistic proposals come face

to face with ThéodoreReinach'sHellenic vision.ћÉőƖŔŰťŔŰŊthe distance of

centuries*, rediscoveringthe closeness of antiquity in the broadest sense,

and thereby experiencingthe malleability of time, is the singular

experiencethat GabrielLégerinvites us to enjoy through his work.

Moreprecisely, he is interested in the relationship between the precarious

present and the permanence of long time , linked to the tutelary figureof

the GreekChronos.

Tothis end, he frequently draws on the ancient world to accentuate the

confrontation between these two notions. In his work, the theme of the

survivalof antiquity is more a means than an end: it recalls the essential

faculty of art, which possessesthe strength to oppose the decay of things,

offering a salutary respite from the infinite passageof time.

* MargueriteYourcenar

Villa Kérylos

Discover Gabriel Léger at Villa Kérylos, from 18 May to 21 September 
2025

Villa Kérylos    © Laurent Lecat / Dist. Centre des monuments nationaux

https://www.villakerylos.fr/
https://www.villakerylos.fr/
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One artist, one monument
Carte blanche to Nicolas Daubanes
P a n t h é o n ,  A u t u m n 2 0 2 5  

Panthéon, west facade© Jean-Christophe Ballot/ Centre des monuments nationaux

Panthéon

Following on from a series of residencies he has carried out across 
France ateach of the ten High Places of National Remembrance, 
Nicolas Daubanes is bringing his memories of these places to the 
Panthéon through a series ofworks of great intensity.

From his immersion in these environments, Nicolas Daubanes has 
drawn fragments of landscapes, architecture and motifs, revealing 
their evocative power in monumental compositions. Made with 
ŔƖŸŰШŉŔũŔŰŊƚШċŰĬШƚƣĲĲũШƓŸƽĬĲƖЯШőŔƚШћůċŊŰĲƣŔƚĲĬШĬƖċƽŔŰŊƚќШċƖĲШ
sensitive surfaces onto which are projected both the material of 
the work and the memory of an event, that of the artist as well as 
that of the beholder. 

The creations by Nicolas Daubanes presented in the exhibition 
resonate directly with the memories of the Republican temple that 
is the Panthéon. While one was created specifically to evoke the 
monument, others recall the passage of Great Men through some 
of the High Places. For example, the artist shows the Mont-
Valérien of Missak Manouchian and his Resistance comrades, 
and the Montluc prison where Jean Moulin was held.

https://www.paris-pantheon.fr/en


20 Treasures and secrets of writing. Manuscripts 
from the French National Library from the 
Middle Ages to the present day

Cité internationale de la langue française - Château de Villers -Cotterêts

Cité internationale de la langue française (Hauts-de-France) in 
partnership with the BnF, from 5 November 2025 to 2 March 
2026

This exhibition will explore the evolution  of the French language through  the history  
of manuscripts . By presenting 100 exceptional documents from the collections of the 
BnF from the 12th century to the present day, it will highlight the diversity of media, 
scripts, page layouts, annotations and erasures, illustrating the singularity of the 
manuscript  as a witness to its era.

Visitors will discover works from Chrétien de Troyes to Marguerite Yourcenar, revealing 
the manuscript  in different forms: medieval copy, preparatory draft, intimate writing or 
correspondence.

Curated by Thomas Cazentre and Graziella Pastore, the exhibition is divided into five 
sections:

Å The medium of thought  and knowledge
Å The primary  vehicle  for texts  in French
Å The literary  draft
Å A place for expressing intimacy
Å Correspondence

Through these themes, the exhibition will highlight the richness and individuality of 
each manuscript , a living reflection of the use and transformation of the French 
language over the centuries.

Château de Villers-Cotterêts, tour of the Cité internationale de la langue 
française, room« Au défi de la pluralité » © Benjamin Gavaudo/ Centre 
des monuments nationaux

https://www.cite-langue-francaise.fr/en





















































